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New experiences bring meaningful
changes to our lives - my way as a
teaching assistant at CCU.
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My life policy is - “Always try new things, never be afraid of the unknown and
stay confident”. With that thought in _mlnd', | accepted an offer to become one of
H?e nggl;lng Assistants for the “English Reading and Speaking Level A" course in
dy .
Let me tell you about m}; journey and share my experience! Before applying, |
already had some English-teaching experience. That was online one-on-one
English classes with adult students from my country. So you might think | was
familiar with teaching and was all set to dive into the new job. On the one hand,
that was indeed helpful. On the other hand, the work setting was completely
different - you have a big class of 30-50 students with different learning and
cultural bac é;rounds. You need to teach big audiences on your own, speak clearly
in public, and be considerate of each student. Nevertheless, | decided it was the
rg t_:ccimf;c to broaden my teaching expertise, get out of my comfort zone, and
give it a try.
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Let me dive a bit into the TA's job duties. We have a 3-hour "English Reading and Speaking course” class,
where the 1st and 2nd hours are professor’s time. A TA comes to class in the 2nd hour to assist a professor
and takes over the class in the 3rd hour. In my opinion, this setting is without doubt beneficial. By staying
during the 2nd hour I not only ?ot a better insight into a f)artlcular professor’s teaching style and class
setting, but also learned valuable teaching techniques. A TA also needs to prepare a work report at the end
of each month, check assignments and tests, and help students if needed. You are provided with a teaching
plan for each class, which makes the process less chaotic. Moreover, Chinese Culture University Language
Center organizes several training sessions for TAs at the beginning and during the semester. All sessions are
very useful and enhance TA teaching skills. Professors are mostly ver¥ supportive and ready to help you with
any questions, guide you, and hear your concerns. The Language Center is also very considerate and
prepared to assist you with any situation.
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In May 2023 we had the first TA meeting, where we were informed about our duties, salary, work conditions, and other important
information. All ready for the first move, we began assisting the assigned professors in early September 2023. The first thing we
needed to do was meeting with our professor and discussing our special responsibilities for each class. As for me, at that time | had
four classes, which meant assisting four different professors. Each class was special. One of them was to help students practice IELTS
S eakln%, others were more grammar-speaking focused, and another was directed to introducing complex vocabulary into speech. | had
a read)‘l een aware of work culture differences between Russia and Taiwan, but | was a bit afraid there would be misunderstandings or
any other issues, even though | was ready to do my job responsibly. Nonetheless, all professors were friendly, hel?ed me get used to a
TA position, and gave me freedom to arrange tasks the way | see suitable for a particular class. The more classes | taught, the better |
understood how to be a professional TA. | realized how much | enjoyed this experience and was always happy to come to class. At the
end of fall semester 113, | was awarded as an outstanding TA, which was a great honor for mel
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My main goal from the very beginning was to become a students’ guide through the English-learning journey, and
encourage them to speak without being afraid to make a mistake. Since | am a student and also a non-native
Englls_h speaker, | know how hard it could be to learn English. My way of learning English was also full of challenges
and difficulties. | believe it helped me to connect with students and understand them better. | tried to see the
situation from their perspective, observe the class dynamics, and be flexible. You need to be patient and never
push students too hard. Step-by-step, | saw students improving their English. They were not afraid to speak out
and share their ideas with the class anymore, work in groups, and were ready to correct their mistakes without
feeling guilty. | also needed to adapt my teaching style to a different learning culture and create an inclusive
environment. It took a while, but through practice and close work with my professor, | overcame all the difficulties.
Seeing students improving their skills and smiling durln(t; the class, saying "Thank you, teacher Julia” after the

class made me feel so happy. Nothing is more important than helping students achieve their goals!
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Now, it is my second year working as a TA for English classes. | am much more confident and aware of my
responsibilities, however, | always strive for improvements and stay curious about my job. This experience taught me
how to teach diverse groups, stay flexible, be ready to adapt to various learning environments, and communicate with
different people. | have also improved my public speaking and creative skills. | am very gratefu'l for the Language
Center for offering me such a wonderful opportunity. | would like to say special thanks to all professors | assisted for
being patient with me, trusting me, and sharing valuable insights with me. | am convinced that this experience has
changed my life and made me a better person. . _ o _ _

If one asks me whether | can recommend applying for a TA position, I will dEfInItE|¥ say "Yes! Go for it". From this
moment on, | will continue to work hard and support both professors and students!
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