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When | first became a Teaching Assistant, | assumed
my role would mainly involve assisting the professor.

However, over the past two years, | have come to realize
that it extends far beyond that.
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| am currently in my fourth year of my bachelor’'s degree and
continuing into my master's studies. During this period, | have
begun to see education from a broader perspective — not
only as a student, but also as someone who quietly supports the
learning journey ot others.
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As a TA, my responsibilities include grading assignments,
assisting students during class, responding to questions both
online and offline, preparing learning materials, facilitating
discussions, and supporting communication between
professors and students.
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Working behind the scenes with the protessor has given me ¢
deeper appreciation of the thought, effort, and responsibility
involved in creating a meaningtul learning environment.
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Preparing materials, organizing course content, and helping
manage class activities have allowed me to see feuching
as something carefully built with intention and care,
often in Ways that are not immed u’r{::*}f visible to students.
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| have also learned to align myselt with each protessor’s
teaching style fo ensure consistency tor students, while
gradually gaining the confidence to contribute ideas
when | see opportunities to improve student engagement. 1
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Beyond these duties, | have tried to better understand my
students and how they experience learning English. One of the
most challenging aspects has been encouraging participation,
especially among students who are hesitant or atraid ot making
mistakes.

| still remember moments when a student hesitated to speak, and

over time slowly gained the courage to try — these small
changes often felt more meaningful than any task | completed.
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Ditterent learning speeds have also reminded me that support is never
one-size-fits-all. It requires patience, attentiveness, and the willingness

to meet students where they are, even when progress feels slow.
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Building connections with students has been one of the most rewarding
parts of this role. | have seen how students gradually become more open
and confident when they feel sate, acknowledged, and supported. In
many ways, | have come to realize that learning is not only shaped by
what is taught, but also by the emotional environment in which it takes
place.
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Balancing these responsibilities alongside my
own academic journey has also strengthened my
time management skills.

As a tourth year u*1-:]1:rg|':_::ju-:ru student continuing
nto a master's program, | have learned how to
prioritize tasks, manage deadlines more
i?['.ii-i.‘|f'?'i2-|':,‘_. and remain consistent even i_']u'ng

demanding periods.
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Locking back, | realize that being a Teaching Assistant has been more than an academic role. It W]

has been a quiet but meaningful journey of growth — one that has taught me patience,
responsibility, and gratitude. Most importantly, it has reminded me that even small forms of
support can leave a lasting impact on someone’'s learning experience. It has been a wondertful

journey, and I'm looking forward to what life gives next.
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